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Flores, Priscilla (Feliciano)

From: Gray, Davidj
Sent: Tuesday, August 19, 2014 2:55 PM
To: Murphy, Thelma (Hamilton)
Subject: FW: FOIA Assignment for EPA-R1-2014-009580
Attachments: DEP Salt-Snow Policies.pdf

As I noted in my last email, here is the correspondence with the RIT student. 
 
djg 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
David J. Gray, P.E. 
Office of Ecosystem Protection 
Water Permits Branch 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 1 
5 Post Office Square, Ste. 100 (OEP06-1) 
Boston, MA 02109-3912 
 
Phone: 617.918.1577 
eFax: 617.918.0577  
gray.davidj@epa.gov 
 

From: Davidj Gray [mailto:gray.davidj@epamail.epa.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, August 19, 2014 2:23 PM 
To: Gray, Davidj 
Subject: Fw: multi‐sector permit ‐ application to salted sand piles 

 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
David J. Gray, P.E. 
Office of Ecosystem Protection 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 1 
5 Post Office Square, Ste. 100 (OEP06-1) 
Boston, MA 02109-3912 
 
Phone: 617.918.1577 
eFax: 617.918.0577  
gray.davidj@epa.gov 
----- Forwarded by Davidj Gray/R1/USEPA/US on 08/19/2014 02:22 PM ----- 
 
From: Davidj Gray/R1/USEPA/US 
To: Kathleen Woodward/R1/USEPA/US@EPA 
Date: 07/06/2006 02:49 PM 
Subject: Fw: multi-sector permit - application to salted sand piles 

 
 
Hi Kathleen - I came across this email exchange while looking for something else... 
 
djg 
 
----- Forwarded by Davidj Gray/R1/USEPA/US on 07/06/2006 02:47 PM ----- 

Davidj Gray/R1/USEPA/US  

03/17/2005 04:01 PM 
To

 
Kathleen Woodward/R1/USEPA/US 
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cc Ann Williams/R1/USEPA/US@EPA, Edie 
Goldman/R1/USEPA/US@EPA, Eric Perkins/R1/USEPA/US@EPA, 
mary.borg@anr.state.vt.us, MichaelG Lee/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Mike 
Fedak/R1/USEPA/US@EPA, Steven Couto/R1/USEPA/US@EPA, 
Thelma Murphy/R1/USEPA/US@EPA 

Subject
 

Re: Fw: multi-sector permit - application to salted sand piles

Hi Kathleen, 
 
I don't think the Stormwater Program has taken a position as to whether or not the failure to include containment of a salt 
(or sand-salt) pile as an existing or planned practice in their NOI/SWMP represents a significant deficiency.  I am not 
aware of any instance where we have withheld authorization or required such a control after completing a more in depth 
review of a SWMP.  Certainly, protection of uncovered piles would always be included in any recommendations for 
improvement of a SWMP.  I have included below relevant excerpts from the Rule that appear to support this position (i.e. 
EPA only recommends that sand/salt storage be considered when developing SWMPs). 
 
In case you are interested, I have attached MaDEP's road salt storage policy that addresses prohibitions in water supply 
protection areas. 
 
(See attached file: DEP Salt-Snow Policies.pdf) 
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and from 122.34(b) 
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Kathleen Woodward/R1/USEPA/US 

Kathleen Woodward/R1/USEPA/US  

03/17/2005 01:12 PM 
To

 
Thelma Murphy/R1/USEPA/US@EPA 

cc
 

Ann Williams/R1/USEPA/US@EPA, Davidj Gray/R1/USEPA/US@EPA, 
Edie Goldman/R1/USEPA/US@EPA, Eric Perkins/R1/USEPA/US@EPA, 
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mary.borg@anr.state.vt.us, MichaelG Lee/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Mike 
Fedak/R1/USEPA/US@EPA, Steven Couto/R1/USEPA/US@EPA

Subject
 

Re: Fw: multi-sector permit - application to salted sand piles

Thelma- 
 
How might VT's equivalent of the Region I MS4 permit come into this?  I know there is no specific requirement to cover 
salt and/or sand piles in the MS4 permit or Phase II rule.  Wouldn't we nevertheless consider a storm water mgt. program 
that failed to provide for covering salt and/or sand piles to be significantly deficient? 
 
Kathleen 
 
 
 
Kathleen 

Thelma Murphy/R1/USEPA/US 

Thelma Murphy/R1/USEPA/US  

03/17/2005 11:40 AM 
To

 
Ann Williams/R1/USEPA/US@EPA 

cc
 

Davidj Gray/R1/USEPA/US@EPA, Edie Goldman/R1/USEPA/US@EPA, 
Eric Perkins/R1/USEPA/US@EPA, Kathleen 
Woodward/R1/USEPA/US@EPA, mary.borg@anr.state.vt.us, MichaelG 
Lee/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Mike Fedak/R1/USEPA/US@EPA, Steven 
Couto/R1/USEPA/US@EPA

Subject
 

Re: Fw: multi-sector permit - application to salted sand piles

The MSGP does not require that a stand alone salt pile be covered or permitted.   The requirement to cover a pile applies 
when a facility is already subject to the MSGP because of its industrial activity.   If the facility is subject to the permit, and 
they also have salt storage, then they must cover the pile.   This applies only if the runoff from the pile discharge to water 
of the U.S.   The requirement is in the permit because of the human health and aquatic effects from storm water runoff 
containing salt. 
There is no discussion in the MSGP about a pile of a sand/salt mixture.   
 
Thelma Murphy 
Storm Water Coordinator 
USEPA - New England 
One Congress Street - Suite 1100 (CIP) 
Boston, MA 02114 
617/918-1615 
murphy.thelma@epa.gov 

Ann Williams/R1/USEPA/US 

Ann Williams/R1/USEPA/US   

03/16/2005 05:54 PM 
To

 
Thelma Murphy/R1/USEPA/US@EPA, Edie 
Goldman/R1/USEPA/US@EPA, Kathleen 
Woodward/R1/USEPA/US@EPA, Davidj Gray/R1/USEPA/US@EPA, 
Mike Fedak/R1/USEPA/US@EPA, Steven Couto/R1/USEPA/US@EPA, 
MichaelG Lee/DC/USEPA/US@EPA 

cc
 

Eric Perkins/R1/USEPA/US@EPA, mary.borg@anr.state.vt.us

Subject
 

Fw: multi-sector permit - application to salted sand piles

Hi everyone -- does anyone happen to know the answer to the attached question?  Thanks, 
ann 
----- Forwarded by Ann Williams/R1/USEPA/US on 03/16/2005 05:52 PM ----- 

Mary Borg <mary.borg@anr.state.vt.us>   
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03/16/2005 02:26 PM 
To Ann Williams/R1/USEPA/US@EPA 

cc
 

Subject
 

multi-sector permit - application to salted sand piles

 
Hi Ann.  I have a quick question regarding the multi-sector general  
permit.  Can you please tell me where EPA has the authority to  
require: 
 
1.  That salted sand piles must apply for coverage; and 
 
2.  that they must automatically cover and meet no exposure status?   
 
I've read the federal rules (40 CFR 122.26), the 1995 MSGP, fact  
sheet and responsiveness summaries and the 2000 MSGP, fact sheet  
and responsiveness summary. Although it is clear that "salt piles" are  
covered, that term is not defined and yet we understand that it has  
been interpreted to mean salted sand piles also.  Also the definition of  
the term "industrial activities" does not clearly apply (although it is very  
broad by necessity).  Has EPA brought in salted sand piles through  
the residual designation authority so that it is considered to be in  
Subsector AD of the sectors covered by the MSGP entitled "Reserved  
for Facilities Not Covered by Other Sectors and Designated by the  
Director?"  Or is it considered to be under the general definition of  
"industrial activities?"  Or have I missed something else altogether?   
 
The Vermont legislature is discussing the costs of covering all of the  
salted sand piles in Vermont - estimates range as high as 20 million -  
and as you can well imagine, folks are wondering how this  
requirement came about.  Can you please give me your read on the  
legal underpinnings of this requirement?  If not, is there someone else  
at EPA (Region or Headquarters) who might know?  
 
Thanks for your help.  I always appreciate your input.  Mary  
 


